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JCJ Statement

We strongly protest the detention of Greta Thunberg and others by Israel.
June 10, 2025

Japan Congress of Journalists (JCJ)

On June 9, the Israeli military seized a ship bound for the Gaza Strip, Palestine. Aboard was
Swedish environmental activist Greta Thunberg, who was collaborating with human rights groups
to deliver humanitarian aid.

The ship, carrying Ms. Thunberg and other activists, set sail from Sicily, Italy, on June 1. It was en
route through the Mediterranean, loaded with essential supplies such as food, infant formula, and
medicine for Gaza. The Israeli military, enforcing a naval blockade around the Gaza Strip, had
previously declared it would stop any such vessels.

According to a statement from the flotilla organizers, "Our vessel was unlawfully boarded, and its

unarmed civilian passengers were abducted. The life-saving cargo, including powdered milk, food,
and medical supplies, was also seized." The organization condemned the Israeli response as a clear
violation of international law.

We at the Japan Congress of Journalists (JCJ) were founded on the solemn promise to "never again
take up our pens, cameras, or microphones for war." This pledge stems from our remorse over how
Japan's pre-war media fanned the flames of war in lockstep with the military. Our mission is not
confined to Japan; it is a global commitment to ending wars that threaten peace everywhere.

Greta Thunberg powerfully stated, "However dangerous this mission may be, the silence of the
entire world is far more dangerous. We must keep acting, regardless of the personal cost. The
moment we cease to act, we lose our humanity."

In response to her call, we raise our voices. We vehemently protest the detention of Ms. Thunberg
and the other activists by the Israeli military and demand the immediate delivery of all aid
supplies to the people of Gaza.

Meanwhile, Israeli attacks on the Gaza Strip continue to claim innocent lives. On June 9, local
authorities reported that over 130 people had been killed near a food distribution center operated
by a U.S.-led foundation in just the past two weeks. We once again call on Israel to halt its
military offensive in the Gaza Strip without delay.
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